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Classification Decision: 


Unrestricted. 
Display Conditions: 
Not Applicable. 
Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The book entitled The Flowering Of Adam Buddhas been classified as: 

Unrestricted. 

The publication deals extensively and in a somewhat express manner with matters of 
sex. However, due to the manner in which it treats these matters, there is doubt as to 
whether its availability is likely to be injurious to the public good. The Classification 
Office has considered the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) in making 
its decision not to restrict the book's availability. 

The book, which contains text and cartoon illustrations, centres around a young man, 
18 years old, and his hapless attempts at finding sexual experience. Tied in with this 
are elements of social satire. The book extensively describes the young man's 
thoughts on sexual matters and his involvement in a wide range of sexual situations. It 
is quite express in its description and depiction of these sexual situations. However, 
the sexual content of the book is presented with a self-deflating humour and a focus on 
the young man's naivety, and these factors reduce the impact of the presentation of 
sex. The book also deals with violence, but very briefly. It describes and depicts 
teenage alcohol use, but not in a manner that presents such activities as attractive. It 
contains occasional offensive language, which is not of a particularly high level, given 
the context that motivates its use. 

The publication deals with sexual activity involving teenagers (by virtue of the age of 
the central character and the fact that he is at school). However, it does not do so in a 
manner that would result in the publication promoting or supporting, or tending to 
promote or support, the exploitation of children, or young persons, or both, for sexual 
purposes. Nor does it describe or depict sexual conduct with or by children and young 
persons, or exploit the nudity of young persons, in a manner that is likely to be 
injurious to the public good. This is because it does not hold up the youth of the 
characters for sexual arousal, and because of the humorous manner of its treatment of 
sex. The publication deals with sexual violence in one episode, where the emphasis is 
on the main character being unjustly embroiled in a false accusation of rape, and the 
humorous consequences that result from the accusation. This episode is treated in a 
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manner that does not impact substantially on the book. Brief depictions and 
discussions of sado-masochistic conduct are presented in a humorous manner, and 
are on a par with the remainder of sexual descriptions in the book. The book includes 
a few comments which describe women in disparaging terms. However, given their 
brevity and the book’s satirical intent - satire that is directed generally, rather than 
specifically at women - the book does not represent that women are inherently inferior 
on the basis of their sex. 

The high extent of sexual content in the book, the degree to which it talks about sexual 
situations, sexual practices, and body parts, and the accessibility of the book, might 
suggest a classification that restricts the availability of the publication. However, the 
manner in which the sexual references are presented, the satirical approach to both 
sexual and non-sexual matters, and the literary and artistic merit of the book all weigh 
against such a restriction. The Classification Office notes that material that deals with 
sexual matters is readily available in book form, and notes that this book is not 
intended for sexual arousal. 

The Classification Office needs to take into consideration the NZBR Act, and to 
preserve the right to freedom of expression unless there are clear reasons in law to 
restrict that right. Where there is doubt, as in this case, as to whether or not the 
availability of the book is likely to be injurious to the public good, Bill of Rights 
considerations indicate that the Classification Office should choose the classification 
that will be the least restrictive. In the case of The Flowering Of Adam Budd, an 
unrestricted classification fits best with the intentions of both the Films, Videos, and 
Publications Classification Act 1993 and the NZBR Act. 

OFLCRef: 9801337 
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